
Autumnal Equinox 2018 
September Equinox will fall on September 23rd 2018 at 7:24 
AM IST 
Autumnal Equinox 2018 which marks the south ward motion of Sun will fall 
on September 23rd at 7:24 AM as per India time. At the mentioned time, the 
Sun will be directly above the equator and will start moving over the 
southern hemisphere beginning summer season in southern hemisphere and 
winters in the north. Also on this day, both the poles will receive sunlight. It 
is to be noted that Southern Hemisphere is celebrating spring equinox. To 
read more, please visit: https://astro-phile.com/2018/08/31/autumnal-
equinox-2018/ 

Moon phases and dates 
Important phases and dates for Moon to plan your observation 
03/09/18 Third Quarter 08:07 

09/09/18 New Moon  23:31 

17/09/18 First Quarter  04:44 

25/09/18 Half Moon  08:22 
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Venus 
V e n u s w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o 

shine brighter through 
entire September. Look 
west after sunset to spot 
Venus. 

Jupiter 
J u p i t e r w i l l 
shine bright in 
the night sky 
l o o k i n g d u e 

south-west just after 
sunset.  It is shining 
bright enough to be 
spotted in the urban 
s k i e s t h r o u g h o u t 

September 

Saturn 
T h e r i n g e d 
planet will be 

shining bright in the 
c o n s t e l l a t i o n o f 
Sagittarius next to milky 
way. The planet is the 
faintest of the 4 planets 
v i s i b l e b u t b r i g h t 
enough to spot from 

urban skies. 

Mars 
The red planet 
i s n e a r i t s 
b r i g h t e s t , 

thanks to the dust storm 
which is settling down. 
Rising just before sunset, 
it is very easy to spot 
and observe. 

O ther Solar system 
planets like Mercury, 
Uranus and Neptune 
will also be visible in the 
month of September but 
due to its distance, wont 
be able to see with 
amateur telescopes.
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Indian Astronauts to be 
launched soon 
ISRO announced 3 member mission with 
deadline of Dec 2021. 
Indian Space research Organisation (ISRO) chief 
Mr. K. Sivan has recently announced that a team 
of 3 Indians will be launched from Sriharikota in 
next 30 months onboard highly successful GSLV 
MkIII rocket. 

The launch will follow two unmanned 
Gaganyaan, the Indian version of NASA’s Orion 
or Russia’s Soyuz capsule for testing and data 
collection purposes. The 3 Indians will be most 
likely be selected from young and dynamic 
defence personal and it will be a stepping stone 
in the space race for India. If successful, India 
will be the 4th nation to do so with USA, Russia 
and China already in the list. 

The announcement for India’s space mission was 
announced by the Honourable Prime Minister, 
Mr. Narendra Modi in his Independence Day 
speech from the iconic Red Fort on August 15th 
2018. It is worth noting that the cost of entire 
launch will be less than INR 10,000 Cr or $1.4 
billion USD. It would be lease expensive among 
the four nations. 

“Comet 21P Giacobini-
Zinner at Perihelion” 

Comet 21P Giacobini-Zinner, a short period 
comet will come greet the stargazers with its 
closest approach to Sun on September 10, 2018. 
At this time, it will be approx third the distance 
from Earth as Sun. 

The comet is expected to shine bright at 7th 
magnitude which will make it an easy target to 
spot using a binocular or small telescope. To 
spot it, search for the constellation of Auriga 
and look near Theta Aurigae for a green fuzzy 
blob with little tail.
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COMBINATION OF EDUCATION AND FUN WITH THESE PROGRAMS 
Astrophile India is offering a series of edu-travel programs to the 
school students in India. The edu-travel programs comprises of 
educational learning in an out-of-school environment. The programs 
which takes place in NASA’s Kennedy Space Centre, Orlando. 
Rocketry, Robotics are the science programs where students work in 
teams and learn about the rockets or rovers being sent into space. 
Near Space Investigation takes them to all new level where they 
become Junior Scientists and send a payload in low earth orbit and to 
measure the temperature, pressure and other ambient conditions. 
The data then collected is processed for learning more about our 
planet from Space. The programs are conducted and certified by the 
NASA and its team of educators. 
All the programs are followed by visiting theme parks, Smithsonian museums in Washington DC, 
Niagara Falls and then fun time in New York. The programs can also be customised as per the needs of 
the school. You can reach us for more details about the programs.
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