
India on Moon but mission incomplete 
Chandrayaan II landed on the moon but the network 
communication was was broken. 
India’s most ambitious project - The Chandrayaan 2 Lander and rover which was 
scheduled to land earlier last month ended its mission prematurely when ISRO lost 
communication with the lander. The Controlled dissent went horribly wrong when 
the lander stopped updating its telemetry data just 2 KM above the surface. This was 
later confirmed bu the ISRO team. For next 14 days, ISRO and NASA took series of 
measures to revive communication but the lander did not respond. 

The images taken by LRO and Chandrayaan 2 orbiter confirm the lander intact and 
in 1 piece but a software malfunction has stopped the communication. The orbiter  
which is orbiting the Moon will continue to do quality research work and will share 
the findings over a 1 year period making the mission somewhat successful. 

Moon phases and dates 
Important phases and dates for Moon to plan your observation 

05/10/19 First Quarter  22:17 

14/10/19 Full Moon  02:37 

21/10/19 Third Quarter  18:09 

28/10/19 New Moon  09:08 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Mercury 
Mercury will 
be visible in 
the evening 
h o u r s t h i s 

October just before 
passing in front of Sun in 
November. Mercury is 
very close to Sun and 
hence shall be observed 
with utmost care. 

Venus 
Venus will be 
visible in the 
e v e n i n g 
hours setting 

just after sunset in early 
October to setting an 
hour after sunset late 
October.  Due to its 
proximity to Sun, one 
should be careful while 
observing. 

Jupiter 
Jupiter will 
be visible in 
the evening 
s k i e s d u e 

southwest and will set 
by midnight. October 
will be a good time to 
observe this gas giant 
before it moves behind 
the Sun later this year. 

Saturn 
Saturn wil l 
be visible all 
night before 

setting late night before 
s u n r i s e . S a t u r n i s 
displaying its rings very 
n i c e l y t h e s e d a y s . 
Winters is good time to 
observe the Cassini 
Division due to clear 
a t m o s p h e r e a n d 
p l e a s a n t s e e i n g 
conditions winters bring.
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Orionids to light up the 
sky on Oct 22nd 

Orionid Meteor Shower will be at peak between October 
22-23. The meteor shower is originated due to the 
particles left over by Comet 1P/Halley or Halley’s comet 
as more popularly known as will appear to emerge from 
the constellation of Orion and hence it is named Orionid 
Shower. 
The peak of the shower witness close to 70-80 meteors 
per hour while this year the activity is expected to be low, 
close to 20-30 meteors. The peak happens to be on a 
weekend and hence a good time to plan a night 
observation for your students. 
The Third quarter moon will be rising late but shall have 
adequate distance from the peak making the brighter 
meteors visible to the human eye. 

Hunt for the unknown 
Asteroids this October 

In order to promote science education at higher levels, 
and to introduce research based learning, Astrophile ES 
has collaborated with International research agencies to 
involve the students  in several edu-research projects. One 
if them, International Asteroid Search Campaign is 
being organised from Oct 21-Nov. 18 2019. 
The students will be hunting for the unknown asteroids in 
the solar system using real time data provided by various 
observatories and the successful discoveries will receive 
recognition and certification from the international 
agencies. 
The participating students will receive training for the 
research work and will receive full support during the 
course of the program. For registering and more details 
for participation, contact us at the below mentioned 
details.
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WORLD SPACE WEEK 2019 
World Space Week is an international celebration of science and technology and their contribution to the betterment 
of the human condition. The United Nations General Assembly declared in 1999 that World Space Week will be held 
each year from October 4-10. These dates commemorate two events:


October 4, 1957: Launch of the first human-made Earth satellite, 
Sputnik 1, thus opening the way for space exploration.


October 10, 1967: The signing of the Treaty on Principles Governing 
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.


It is the largest annual space event celebrated worldwide with More 
than 5,000 events in over 80 countries celebrated the theme “Space 
Unites the World” in 2018 i.e. last year.


The theme for this year is “The Moon: Gateway to the Stars”. This 
year WSW19 is celebrating the 50 years of landing of humans on Moon.


We encourage you and your students to go out and look at the Moon in 
the evening. Your school can participate in the global celebrations as 
well by organising a Moon watch in your school. Other activities include Seminars, Debates, essay competitions, 
painting competitions, astronomical observations etc. For more information, feel free to contact us at the details 
below.
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