
Spring Equinox 2012 
On March 20 at 09:19 IST or 03:49 UT, Northern hemisphere 
will observe spring equinox. 
Spring equinox is the day of the year when the Sun crosses the equator and starts 
moving northwards in sky. It also marks the ending of Winter and start of Spring 
season in Northern hemisphere. While in southern hemisphere, it is called as 
autumn equinox and marks the end of summer and beginning of autumn. It is 
interesting to note that the seasons are just opposite in the two hemispheres. 

Every year between March 19-21 the spring equinox occurs and for people living on 
the equator can observe their shadow disappearing at local noon. Interestingly it 
also marks the day of equal day and night. The length of the day gets longer while 
the length of night gets trimmed with each passing day until summer solstice. 

Moon phases and dates 
Important phases and dates for Moon to plan your observation 

03/03/20 First Quarter  01:27 

09/03/20 Half Moon  23:17 

16/03/20 Third Quarter  15:04 

24/03/20 New Moon  14:58 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Mars 
T h e r e d 
p l a n e t i s 
s h i n i n g 

bright in the morning 
skies, rising first among 
the three planets in the 
morning, Rising around 
3 Am the planet will be 
shining bright in the 
morning hours. 

Venus 
T h e 
b r i g h t e s t 
p l a n e t i s 
now shining 
bright in the 

evening skies setting 
around 9 PM. Currently 
it is showing a gibbous 
phase and soon will 
become half phase. 

Jupiter 
Jupiter will 
b e r i s i n g 
a r o u n d 3 
A m t h i s 
month and 

will shine bright next to 
Milky Way arm through 
the dawn. The planet is 
second of the three 
planets rising in the 
morning skies. 

Saturn 
The ringed 
planet will 
be shining 
bright in the 
e a r l y 

morning hours as it rises 
just before the dawn. 
The planet will be rising 
between 4:30 am and 
2:30 am in this month 
and will offer excellent 
views of its ring.
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Earth has new companion 
and its about a car size 

Earth might have a tiny new moon. On 19 February, 
astronomers at the Catalina Sky Survey in Arizona spotted 
a dim object moving quickly across the sky. Over the next 
few days, researchers at six more observatories around the 
world watched the object, designated 2020 CD3, and 
calculated its orbit, confirming that it has been 
gravitationally bound to Earth for about three years. 
This is second asteroid known to have been captured by 
our planet as a mini-moon – the first, 2006 RH120, hung 
around between Sept. 2006 & June 2007 before escaping. 
Our new moon is probably between 1.9 and 3.5 metres 
across, or roughly the size of a car, and circles our planet 
about once every 47 days on a wide, oval-shaped orbit 
that mostly swoops far outside the larger moon’s path. 

EarthKAM workshop for 
grade V students 

On Feb. 26th, Astrophile Education conducted an Online 
Study project called ISS EarthKAM with the grade V 
students of Pathways School Noida. The students were 
explained about the importance of space based 
observation and how ISS has been helping us understand 
the grave environment of the space. 
The students could command and take a few images of 
certain locations on Earth using a camera on board ISS 
which will be useful in their geography classes 
The ISS EarthKAM project is carried out 4 times every 
year and million of students participate in the project 
globally. The project is optimum for grade 5 till grade 8 
where they study geography and understand the 
geographical features of our Planet.
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GLOBAL ASTRONOMY MONTH - APRIL 2020 
Global Astronomy Month (GAM), organised each April by Astronomers Without Borders, is the world's largest global 
celebration of astronomy. Every year GAM brings new ideas and new opportunities, bringing enthusiasts together 
worldwide to celebrate Astronomers Without Borders' motto One People, One Sky.

Date Event
April 1:  17:00 UTC Facebook Live: GAM Kickoff with 

National Coordinators from  Kurdistan 
Region - Northern Iraq, Nigeria & Romania 

April 1 - 31: Observational Challenges
April 4 Global Star Party
April 12 : TBA Facebook Live: Exploring the Southern 

Skies with Geoffrey Wyatt
April 14 - May 12 Astronomers Without Borders Asteroid 

Search Campaign
April 19 SunDay
April 19 – April 26 International Dark Sky Week.
To participate in any of the programs, or to conduct a similar program at 
your school, need ideas or help, do write to us. The programs conducted needs to be registered with the AWB and the 
activities will reflect in the final reports circulated and shared in various International science magazines and 
conferences. Last year, 168 countries, over 37,000 schools and more than 1.2 billion people participated. This year 
it is expected to grow even bigger. To be part of this global celebration for free of cost, share your plans with us.
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